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I.
POLICY 
The West Fargo Police Department has the responsibility to protect life and safeguard property. The 
vehicular pursuit of fleeing suspects presents a danger to the lives and property of the public. The officers 
and suspects involved in a vehicular pursuit are at risk of serious injury. The Department will use a 
temporary roadblock or tire deflation device when possible in an attempt to minimize the inherent risks 
involved with vehicular pursuit.

II.
PURPOSE


To establish policy and procedures for conducting temporary roadblocks and the use of tire deflation 
devices.

III.
PROCEDURE

A. 
Use of temporary roadblocks

North Dakota Century Code Chapter 24-15 will be followed.

1.
NDCC 24-15-01.  Definition.  For the purpose of this chapter, a temporary roadblock 



means any structure, device or means used by police, sheriffs, deputy sheriffs, game 



wardens, highway patrolmen, agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, or officer of 



the United Sates Border Patrol, for the purpose of controlling traffic through a point on a 



highway, road, or street, whereby all vehicles may be slowed or stopped.

2.
NDCC 24-15-02. Authority to establish roadblocks.  The duly authorized law 




enforcement officers are hereby authorized to establish in their respective jurisdictions, 



or in other jurisdictions within the state, temporary roadblocks upon the highways, roads, 



and streets of this state for the purpose of apprehending persons wanted for violation of 



the laws of this state, or of any other state, of the United States of America, and using 



the highways, roads, or streets of this state for the purpose of escape.

3.
NDCC 24-15-03.  Minimum requirements. For the purpose of warning and protecting the 



traveling public, the minimum requirements to be met by such officers establishing 



temporary roadblocks are:

a. The temporary roadblock must be established at a point on the highway visible at a 



distance of not less than three hundred feet in either direction.

b. At a point of the temporary roadblock, at least one red light must be placed at the point 



of the temporary roadblock which must display an intermittent or flashing beam of light, 



clearly visible to oncoming traffic at a distance of not 
less than three hundred feet under 



normal atmospheric conditions. The intermittent or flashing beam of light may be 



provided by lighting which is part of the equipment of a class A authorized emergency 



vehicle.

4.
NDCC 24-15-04.  Existing law preserved.  Nothing in this chapter may be deemed to 



limit or encroach upon the existing authority of North Dakota law enforcement officers 



in the enforcement of their duties involving traffic control and criminal apprehension

5.
NDCC 24-15-05.  Penalty.  Any person who proceeds or travels through a roadblock 



without subjecting himself to the traffic control established is guilty of a class B 




misdemeanor.

B. 
Deployment of the Stinger Tire Deflation Device:

1. 
The officer first must ask himself:
a. Am I in a position or can I be in a position to deploy the device properly?

b. Can I communicate with the pursuing units my availability to deploy and if so, 




let them know where I will deploy the device?

c. Can I safely deploy the device (safety considerations for myself, the other 




citizen traffic, other officers, and the pursued suspect) in accordance with the 




requirements of NDCC 24-15 and department policy?

d. Which of the two methods listed on pages 6 and 7 of the Stinger Manual will I 



use? (both are approved methods)

2.
The officer will deploy the Stinger Tire Deflation Device in accordance with:

a. The elements set forth by N.D.C.C.  24-15 Temporary Roadblocks.

b. The ND P.O.S.T. certified training course and Stinger Spike System Manual.

C. 
Recovery of the Unit (pages 8 through 10 Stinger Manual)

1. 
The tire deflation device should be pulled from the road as soon as safely possible.

a. The unit should be upright (if time allows) before it is dragged across the road.

2.
The roadway should be inspected for any possible loose spikes or other debris. 

a. If the situation does not allow for the immediate inspection of the roadway, the 



roadway will be inspected as soon as possible after the deploying officer is no longer 



involved in the incident.

3.
After the tire deflation device is recovered, it will be inspected by the deploying officer 



and repaired as necessary.

D. 
A report will be filed with the Department on the use of the device. 

1.
The report will contain the circumstances requiring the use of the device, to include:


a.. Nature of the offense.

b.. Name of the suspect driver..

c.. Other suspects (if any).

d.. Date, time, and location the device was used.. 


e.. Effectiveness of the equipment (also if the device needs repair)..

f.. Names of the officers/agencies involved in the incident..
E. 
The device will not be used on motorcycles, vehicles transporting hazardous cargo, commercial 


vehicles carrying multiple passengers, at a dead-end or T-intersection, on any banked curve, the 


middle of any bridge or other areas with special safety considerations.

1. 
Exceptional circumstances may allow further consideration of the above limitations:

a. May be used against an armed and dangerous fleeing felon in accordance with 
the 



Department Use of Force Policy..
b. The device can be safely deployed because of the relatively slow speed of the 




suspect vehicle

IV.
TRAINING

Tire deflation devices will only be utilized by officers who have successfully completed a ND P.O.S.T. 
certified training course on the subject matter.
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